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Just a few minutes ago we got done “Greeting One Another.”  Sometimes it is called Passing the Peace.  We turn and shake hands and greet one another.  Why do we do that?  We do not do it simply as a time filler and we don’t have anything else to do.  It is intentional.  There is a reason to my madness.  But then if we stop and think….why do we shake people’s hands in the first place.
In 2005 Disney produced the Oscar winning movie The Chronicles of Narnia:  The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe. It is based on the classic book series by C.S. Lewis.  In that film Lucy meets this interesting creature Tumus.  (PLAY CLIP)  “How would it be if you came and had tea with me?”  Friends there is again an intentional reason why we have a time of friendship and coffee and cookies after each service.  You know where we have that each Sunday?  In the Fellowship Hall.  That’s intentional.  I hope that you will make stopping by the Fellowship Hall a part of your regular Sunday morning experience.  
Ah, but back to the shaking hands thing.  The history of why people shake hands are a little iffy…but the popular story is that originally an open hand showed the other person that you and not carrying a weapon----nothing in your hands.  This presumed a basic trust that neither person would stab each other.

Shaking hands is a form of hospitality, but even much more.  It says “I have nothing against you.” “I have nothing to hide from you.”  “I want you in close proximity.” It opens ourselves up, makes us vulnerable, and allows us to be people of interaction. I suppose that you have taken handshakes a bit for granted as a well as saying “hello” or “good to see you,” or a celebratory handshake.

We are beginning a 5 part series today on “Living the United Methodist Way.”  Now these principles we will cover over the next 5 way are not uniquely Methodist.  In fact like the 3 Simple Rules we discussed last week (and will continue that Study this Wednesday) are all Biblical.  Our Florida Conference (where I borrowed this banner) has lifted up these 5 ways as a means to having an effective way of realizing the Great Commission of “going into all the world to make disciples.”  A major source of this series and the emphasis that the Conference has is from Bishop Robert Schnase, from the Missouri Conference, and his book “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations.”(Abingdon, 2007)
“Radical Hospitality begins with how persons in a congregation relate to one another in Christian love and then radiates out to how newcomers are welcomed and finally to how the congregation reaches beyond itself.”  

                     (Florida Conference Radical Hospitality Event Brochure, 2008)

God can use us to offer a gracious invitation, welcome and hospitality of Christ so that people experience a sense of belonging.”  (Page 7, Schnase)  
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We all want a place to belong.  We need to be friendly.  That begins right here, in this very place, on this very ground.  From parking lot to sanctuary, Sunday School Classes, Fellowship, and back to the parking lot.  Here is what it says in Romans 15:7:  “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcome you, for the glory of God.”  (NRSV)Within the scope of Radical Hospitality are 4 aspects.  They all begin with the letter “I.”  I invite you to write these words down as we talk about them. The first is “INTERPERSONAL.”  Jesus said, “They will know you are my disciples by the love you have for one another.” (John 13:35)  We need to relate to each other.  It’s relational.  If we can’t show love and hospitality to those inside how in the world can we show that love and hospitality outside these walls.
Now I’m about to perhaps get in trouble here.  So, I’m going to ask you right up front?  “Will you forgive me?”  xxxx   We need to be interpersonal and show radical hospitality when it comes to the pews in which we sit.  It seems like we all have “our pew” and “our seat.”  True story that happened here in Florida as told by a District Superintendent.  When she was pastoring a church she was up on the platform, on the chancel area, when in her small church she noticed a bit of a squabble and an argument going on at one of the pews.  She left the platform to find out what was going on.  When she asked, she was informed that “This person here” is sitting in my seat.’   The next thing you know the pastor in on her hands and knees and looking underneath the pew.  She is down on the floor a few minutes and then gets up and says, “Sorry, I can’t find you name on that seat anywhere.”    Are you with me?  Xxxxx
(Do you forgive me? Xxxxx  Good.  I hope you will after this next one.  Before I had even arrived in Englewood I received a phone call from a lay leader in this church that said, “Dave we’ve got to get more young people in the church.  We don’t have hardly any children are families.”  Aren’t you glad we have so many children and families?  Do you know that most of them go to the 9:30 service?  Beloved I have a great problem…..I mean opportunity that I need your help with.  I really do try to end worship services in one hour, I really do.  Our worship leader at 9:30 is looking at me and taking her cues from me as to when we end the service.  Now here’s the opportunity.  After the 9:30 service you like to stand and talk and share.  That is a great radical hospitality thing to do!!   Woo-hoo!!!  You don’t want to leave.  Now, a great thing is that we have people that want to come to 11 service that just can’t wait to come in and get a seat.  Why some people are so excited to get here they get here at 10:15 for the 11 am service.  This is great!  However, to show compassion and hospitality please don’t knock each other over trying to get out or in.  I would hate for someone to get crushed in the pews “in the name of Jesus.”  Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you.  Those at 9:30 meet and greet after the service and continue your hospitality in the Fellowship Hall.  11 people don’t mow people over, even if the service runs late….you’re not going to miss anything….we are still going to start at 11. We are one church, one body.  Be glad we have children and young families coming.  Be hospitable.  When people leave 9:30 greet and welcome those coming in.  Those coming in for 11 service welcome your brothers and sisters in Christ.   What a great problem, I mean opportunity to greet and welcome each other.  Show Radical Hospitality.)
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In this Interpersonal scope we need to realize the beams on the cross.  The one beam is vertical, perhaps representing humanity’s relationship with God.  The other beam, the horizontal beam reminds us of our love for each other.  You put the vertical; and the horizontal together and you have the cross.  Jesus gladly welcomed children, tax collectors, lepers, prostitutes, Samaritans and all kinds of sinners into his fellowship.  He had an interpersonal relationship with many.  So shouldn’t we?

The second “I” is: INTENTIONAL.   Scripture says that we are to welcome the stranger among us.”  (concept in Deuteronomy 10:19)   Our goal is to invite, welcome and receive and care for those who are strangers so that they can find a spiritual home and discover for themselves the richness and fulfillment in Christ.   We must be intentional.  We were all strangers to this church at one time.  (Some are strang-er than others!!!, but we welcome them too!!!) Hebrews 13:2  “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”  
John Wesley was radical, interpersonal and intentional.  He practiced hospitality in ways that were very non-traditional.  He preached to thousands on the roadsides, in the fields and elsewhere to reach the coal miners, factory workers and the poorest of poor.
In our Radical Hospitality we must have more than coffee hour, directional signs, nursery---it must center around a heart for anyone who enters here, and a heart for those that are not here.   Rev. Adam Hamilton, pastor of a very large United Methodist Church in Kansas City says that every church and in essence church member should have an answer to the following questions:  Why do people need Christ?  Why do people need the church?  And shy do people need this particular congregation? (Leading Beyond Walls, Abingdon, 2002)  Shouldn’t we have the responsibility, obligation, and privilege to invite and encourage others so they might receive what we have received?
People need to know that God loves them.  People need to know they are of supreme value.  People need to know that this life has significance.  People need to know that they are not alone.  Here we have a community of grace.  People need to know the peace that runs deeper than an absence of conflict.  People need to know the hope that sustains them even through the most painful periods of their life.  People need to learn how to offer and accept forgiveness. People need to know how to serve and be served.  The church is a school of love.  (Schnase, page 18)

INTERPERSONAL, INTENTIONAL, INVITATIONAL  Jesus said, “Come and see.”  Baldridge Auto Repair was in business for over 50 years and to the best of my knowledge spent extremely little on advertising.  Now advertising is not necessarily bad, but my grandfather and fathers methods were….we will advertise by word of mouth.  Hopefully customers would let others know what good job was done by Baldridge Auto Repair.   With EUMC are you invitational?  Come and see.  Are you intentional about being invitational?  Perhaps someone is just waiting to be asked.  
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In our scripture text we read this morning in VERSE 38:  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  Verse 40:  The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”
The last “I” is INCARNATIONAL.  You become the example of radical hospitality.  Jesus said “You are the light of the world.” (Matthew 5:14)  Because of Christ in you, you now embody Him and are to share Him with the world through your interpersonal relationships, through being intentional in your actions and words and by being invitational.
Notice the banner and even the design on the screens.  Not just hospitality, but RADICAL hospitality.  Radical means extraordinary, exceptional, thorough, extreme.  Notice the emblems, kind of semi-circles as if their arms are reaching out and around.  Reaching out showing hospitality, reaching out with hugs, reaching out with compassion, reaching out with Christ.  John Wesley told Francis Asbury when he headed to America to preach, “Offer Christ.”  Our radical hospitality is not just inward (it’s easy to love the people that are here---well at least most of you), but we need to show radical hospitality beyond these walls.

St. Teresa of Avila says this, “God has no hands but our hands to do his work today; God has no feet but our feet to lead others in his way; God has no voice but our voice to tell others how He died; and God has no help but our help to lead them to His side.”  

It is up to us to reach out.  Perhaps you have seen personally or at least a picture of the statue, Christ the Redeemer, in Rio de Janeiro.    Christ with arms outstretched.  Is He saying welcome?  Is He saying come?  He is saying strangers and those with needs this is the place to come?

Tony Campolo tells the following story:  (I’ll tell the story as if Tony is telling it to you.)

I walked down Chestnut Street in Philadelphia.  There was a filthy bum, covered with soot from head to toe.  He had a huge beard.  I’ll never forget the beard.  It was a gigantic beard with rotted food stuck in it.  He held a cup of McDonald’s coffee and mumbled as he walked along the street.  He spotted me and said, “Hey, Mister.  You want some of my coffee?”

I knew I should take some to be nice, and I did.  I gave it back to him and said, “You’re being pretty generous giving away your coffee this morning.  What’s gotten into you that you’re giving away your coffee all of a sudden?”

He said, “Well, the coffee was especially delicious this morning, and I figured if God gives you something good you ought to share it with people.”

I figured, This is the perfect set up.  I said, “Is there anything I can give you in return?”  I’m sure he’s going to hit me for $5.”

5
He said, “Yeah, you can give me a hug.”       Campola says, “I was hoping for the $5.  He put his arms around me.  I put my arms around him.  And I realized something.  He wasn’t going to let me go.  He was holding onto me.  Here I am an establishment guy, and this bum is hanging on me.  He’s hugging me.  He’s not going to let me go.  People are passing on the street.  They’re staring at me.  I’m embarrassed.  But little by little my embarrassment turned to awe.

I heard a voice echoing down the corridors of time saying, “I was hungry.  Did you feed me?  I was naked.  Did you clothe me?  I was sick.  Did you care for me?  I was the bum you met on Chestnut Street.  Did you hug me?  For if you did it unto the least of these, my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.  And if you failed to do it unto the least of these my brothers and sister, you failed to do it unto me.” 

                                             (Tony Campolo, “Year of Jubilee,”  Preaching Today (212)
