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Passionate Worship.  Last week we talked about being Radical, and now we are talking about being passionate.  In our 5 part series on being a faithful and fruitful congregation it takes more than hospitality; it takes RADICAL Hospitality.  It takes more than worship, it takes PASSIONATE Worship.  Our desire, and I believe the desire of God is cultivate and develop a congregation of passionate worshipers.  Imagine that for just a minute…not just worshipers, but PASSIONATE worshipers.  
A few years ago I showed a brief portion of a video, and today I’m using more of that clip.  The video clip is from Mr. Bean, a British comedian. It is entitled, “Mr. Bean Can’t Stay Awake in Church.”  Watch and see examples of terrible hospitality as well as worship that is certainly not passionate.   (VIDEO CLIP)
Last week we talked about, “Somebody’s seated in my pew.”  Here Mr. Bean demonstrates what to do if someone has parked in your parking spot!  He can’t stay away in church.  Are you awake?  Oh friends a worship service should be vibrant, alive, and practical.  And the music, well….let me say the music was not done well.  
Our scripture text reminds us to worship in spirit and truth.  Spirit and truth cannot be seen---or can they?  Can you observe the spirit of worship and the truth of worship?  Passionate worship doesn’t deal with the style, order or technique of worship.  What passionate worship deals with is the relationship of faith we have toward Christ as we gather to worship.

The word “Synagogue” literally means to “bring together.”  The Greek word for church, “ekklesia” literally means “called out of the world.”  So today we are called out of the world, but why do we actually gather?  Some gather because you were made to come.  Some gather because that’s what you always do on Sunday morning.  Some gather to see what others are wearing.  Some gather to see friends. Some gather to be the critique in the house.  Some gather, because there’s nothing else better to do in Englewood.  Ah----come on---we should gather because of what God has done and is doing in us.  We should gather with an attitude of gratitude, openness and obedience.  We should gather to be formed and shaped as God’s people through praise, prayer, Word, and sacrament.

As a resource for this series I’m using Bishop Robert Schnase’s book “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations (2007, Abingdon).  In his book he says this, “Many times we unconsciously enter worship in the evaluative posture of someone preparing a movie critique.  We rate the sermon, the time for children, the prayers, and the music according to some internal scale.  “How was the service?  Well, the sermon was too long, the piano was too loud, the children too noisy, and the room too cold.”  
2

Our attention turns to the imperfections, mispronunciations, missed cues, discordant sounds, personal discomforts, and the weaknesses of the leaders and flaws of fellow worshipers.  In a mind-set of expectancy, as opposed to one of searching for every human weakness, worshipers discover that God wants a relationship with them and seeks to say something through the time together.  People are not at worship to observe and evaluate, but to receive what God offers and offer their best in response.  “What is God saying to me…..”  (page 38)

Instead we need to realize that “God uses worship to transform lives, heal wounded souls, renew hope, shape decisions, provoke change, inspire compassion, and bind people to one another.  God through Christ actively seeks relationship to us through worship.  (page 34)

The purpose of worship is connecting people to God and to one another.  But I must ask, “What attitude do you bring when you gather to worship?”  Are you ready to worship?  Have you prepared your heart so you can hear God and experience Him?  (At 8 and 11 services, at 5 minutes before the hour I tell everyone to HUSH.  I mean I tell everyone to quiet their hearts.  Using a football term….perhaps we could see this as the 2 minute warning.  Let’s take a timeout, stop the clock, stop the talking….and be in prayerful anticipation and expectation of what God is going to do in my life this very hour.  Wow.  
Our goal is that worship should be authentic, alive, creative, and understandable.  Our goal is that worship is where you experience the life changing presence of God.  Our goal is that this is a place where you come and are transformed. Worship breathes life into believers.  It recharges your spiritual battery.  It should correct, convict, and comfort.  Through worship God pardons sin, restores relationships and changes lives.  Do you come to worship with the expectation that your life is going to be changed?  Peter Marshall one time chaplain of the United States Senate said, “Lore we thank you that we can come to you just as we are.  But remind us that we dare not leave as we came.”  How does worship affect our daily life?

Rev. Bob Russell served over 35 years as Senior Pastor of Southeast Christian Church in Louisville, Kentucky that began with 125 members and now averages over 16,000 people in worship a weekend has written a book with the title, “When God Builds a Church.” (2000, Howard Publishing) In that book he talks about 4 Legitimate Expectations for Worship.  1.  A sense of God’s presence.  2.  A conviction of our sinfulness.  3.  A joyful reminder of God’s grace. 4.  The Inspiration to Serve.  I think these are great expectations.  (repeat)  
Now remember it is not just worship, but Passionate Worship.  Without passion certainly worship could become dry, routine, boring and predictable.  Passionate means there is an intense desire, an emotional connection that goes beyond intellectual consent.  Worship is more than just head knowledge about God; it is experiencing for yourself the transforming, life changing power of God.  
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I’ve got to confess I love Sunday worship.  I anticipate, I expect, I get pumped.  Woo-hoo!!!!  I hope there is an air of expectance of “What is God going to do this hour!”  All components of worship go together to provide not just a time of worship but for you to experience, yes experience the presence of God.  Music is a big part of that.  (So thankful for Fonda and the Ministry of Music that brings us closer to God///to Amanda and the Praise team that lead us in worship and help us to praise with our hearts!!!)

Bishop Schnase says this, “An hour of Passionate Worship changes all the others hours of the week.”  (page 39)  Oh, I like that.  We should leave this place and look at ourselves and the world differently.  You see the church is not just a place to cuddle and huddle----but to go into the world and show Radical Hospitality because we have experienced Passionate Worship.
Beloved look at the design and logo that the Conference has.  The banners have been borrowed from the Conference.  Notice at the center is what? The cross.    The people are reaching up for what?  The cross.  

We need to be centered on the cross and on Christ.  We need to be Bible based, and Christ centered.

I believe worship is the transforming place.  We need to be passionate and radical about what we do here.  The goal is that worship has a focus on God the Father, Jesus Christ His son, and the Holy Spirit.  It is not about us, but Him.  As we gather may we do so with a mindset of an Audience of One.

I believe that yes, it is possible, 

Yes, it is probable,

yes it is expected, 

yes it is anticipated

yes it can be done 

that in this place you can be transformed by the power of the living Christ.

